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The recently hdd conference on "Time for Renewed Intemational Commitment to Peace in 
Angola" recommemlled and created a working gmuICl composed of Angolans which would 
devdop a strategy on how to take other conference recommendations forwrurdo In particular the 
working gmup was requested to look into how the key issues that were raised could be 
transfoffirJled into national objectives for Angol2! so as to m2ximise the working gmup's impact 
Canadian and Norweigian institutions represented at the conference cOIrIunitted fheICll1sdves to 
supp0l1ing the strategy that would be developed by the working gmupo 

The goal of the working group is to contribute towards the establislhurlrH::rmt of peace, reconstruction 
and development in Ango12L 

The immediate purpose is to establish <dlynnoommn<.t: §uoolk(\'!lln1Dll<dl(\'!IT' jplIT'1D<.t:(\'!§§(\'!§ led by the working gmup 
which would foster partnerships between government and civil society and which are suppmted 
by relevant research inlDuts, 

1) to pmrcnote stakehoMer pwcesses on impor'w.nt !J,aHonal and regi.onal issues which have a 
bearing on the estabHshrrnent of peace, reconstrructRcm and aeve!oprrillent in An.gola; 

2) to pwmote research by Angolians and theh partners in the region on key issues th21t tDjght be 
identified as useful: thwugh the diaIogue :process fmrrn tit-ne to tirrne; 

3) to use the pmmotion ofresea:rch as a trainiJmg 3Xlld c21p21city building tooL for Angolan 
researchers; 

4) to pwmote coHaborative Hnlk:s between Angolans and their pm1rmers irm other COiLl!l1tries in 
Southern Africa; 

5) to use the collaborative lilliXS as platfo:rroyts 
rrdatred to the promotion of peace in Angolao 

lC31ining, networking and sharing of e:x:perriences 

6) To work towards organizing a fonow~up conference in An~gola within six to D\Lne months, 



The recently held conference identified the key issues confironting Angola as the following (the 
relevant except from the conference report is reproduced below): 

"0 J1D®lllltrll(l';:ffill ll"ll~M§ 2lrmcdl jpl:ffirMtll(l';lljpl:ffilrll®rm 
The current situation in Angola is del kate and )[J,eeds to be handled carefuHy. Angola has 
a muhi~party politkal system yet politicali activities and participation are rather muted. 
The elections whkh have been set for next year are likely to suffer firml']. lack of 
legitimacy if conditions and convictions for deepening delnocmcy are not created. 
]Political parties need to adrnowledge that Angola is for an Angollans and need to 
promote public participation in political processes mther than promote forms of continued 
political concentmtion of powers. A process or enviIro1Jmo.ent needs to be created to renew 
political Hfe. The process should create respect of the country's institutions such as the 
constitution and the rule of law and a Jrespect of Angolan opinions. Such a process needs 
to create aloartnership between government and society and not be confrontationaL 
Democmcy and political plumliism would need to be aU embmdng including sodal, 
economic and cuhuml rights. Ways for better representation of women and yOUIIllg people 
with.in the poHticatl system need investigation. ]Perhaps a conference held in Angola such 
as this one could be syjruboHc in showing the importance of national integmtion 
(differences of opinion here as others thought a repeat conference was not necessary). 

ii) lIJ)1l§(I';ll"tejpl:ffirm(l';nte§ nrm ttllnte cdlll§ttll"n1bJ1lllttll®rm ®if wte:ffillttlln 
Angola suffers from massive unemployment among the youth, and regional discrepancies 
in the distribution of wealth. Effident systems of service delivery to orrdinaJCY people need 
to be investigated. This issue should be lhl.ked to the cdltewtell®jplllll1ltermtt ®if jpl®Wtell"lry ll"tecdl1lll(l';ttn®rm 
§ttll":ffittte~llte§ as feed into discussions between the Angolan government and the KMF /WoJdld 
Banlk .. Kn addition, the importance of agriculture has to be recognized. Before the 
discovery of oil and diamonds, Angola's weaHh was based on agriculture and fisheries. 
The importance of these sectors to be the country's economy have to be rediscovered. on 
and diamond revenues should be used to produce renew8l.blies. 

iii) M:ffi(\,;ll"®~te(l';®rm®llll1ln(\'; llll1l:ffirm:ffi~tellll1ltermtr 

Economic policies and budgets need coherence and consistency. The capadty of 
goveltnr£l.ent is weak. Knternational assi.stance is needed in increasin.g the capacity of 
governJInent and in changing fiscaL policy instruments. 

iv) lB3ll"ncdl~nllll~ ttllnte <dlllwncdlte nllll §®(I';lltelry 
"Confessions" of some kind might be needed to bridge the divide in the country. The 
"confessions" should include benefits acquired by individuals and g!lOUpS f!lOm the time 
of iindeloendence and benefits acquirred from the wars that have affected the country. 
Alternatively, aU sodetaR forces (induding muliti~nationali companies, churches and 
government) shoulid mediate in the current conflict emphasizing the suffering that it is 
causing to ordinary people and long~lasting and sustainable solutions. More tloum 



anything, a transfommtion of minds mOld opeJOlJOless is needed, following up on such ideas 
would assist peoplie to corne together, 

v) CC(!])romrom(!])JTIl :ll)!!D!!Drr(!]):ll)~1ln \t(!]) §:ll)JTIl~lril(!])JTIl§ ilrom!!Dlll!'JromI!'JJTIllr:ll)lril(!])JTIl 
n was emphasised that government was not prepared to repeat the rmistakes of the past in 
dealing with Savimbi and UNIT A 3Jm1led forces, An analysis of strategies toward 
achieving peace induding the costs/benefits of the dimination of Savimbi should be 
made, A return to the Lusaka Accord and a common approach to sanctions 
implementation especiaHy among SADe countries might be the only way forward in 
dealing with those with weapons of war, 

There were a number of other issues which were raised as needing attention throughout 
the conference but which were not raised in the final paneli discussion, Such issues could 
stm be incorporated into the strategy franlework of the working group, They are noted 
here in serial fashion: 
~ administration of justice 
~ monitoring of abuses and corrruption (transparency and accO'lmtabiRity) 
~ Angolan responses to low~intensity war with long attrition 
~ epistemology of peace agreements and peace processes; region3J peace initiatives 
~ regional cmumon security 
~ transition and capacity building of state structures 
~ effective strategies for long~term humanitarian action/cOmlflrmnity rehabilitation 
~ how to strengthen partnership between state and civil society 
~ how to m31{e women visible in peace processes 

C[J)lbl]l!'J~lrnwl!'J R: The intention is to initiate dynamic stakeholder processes on imporrtant national alCid 
regional issues for Angola under the guidance and leadership of the working group, These 
processes win need to be knowledge~based (see below), The working group could establish 
commissions for each of the key issues that has been identified and those issues stm to be 
identified (the Immber of issues to be deaH with at any point in time wmdd be left to the 
discretion of the workIng group), whim the membership of these commissions comprticsing experts 
in the fiddL Allternatively the comromissions could take a sectoral orientation such as dealing with 
heahh, education, agriculture, justice, etc seriaHy or at 3, time, The experts would produce 
position p3,pers or undertake research whose findings would be debated in]pubHc forums where 
concrete recommendations would be made for the attention of targeted gllOU]pS or institutions in 
Angola and elsewhere, The pubHc forums could be in the form of conferences, workshops, 
serniJrmrcs and their frequency would be at the discretion of members of the working gllOVlp and in 
light of avaHability of substantive inJrmts into the process, 



interested in doing research or to write commissioned papers on any of the key issues. The 
criteria to be used in making the dwice would be established by the working group. It would be 
advisable ifthe choice could be made through a competitive process or, in cases where this is not 
deem'leo1 appropriate, for the criteria to be made explicit eg. the need for capacity building in the 
specific fidd. The working gmup woulid then fOllIQnaUy COlrl:ll11nission the wOllk with Hnme 
schedulies, teIOt1Ols of lceference, resources to be committed, outputs <:md dissemiTI.atnon expectations 
bdng made expliicit to those who would be expeded to execute the work. lin the mediul'l1 term 
working group cot1lid work towards holding a fonow~urj conference in AngoRa within a six to nine 
month time fmme. 

A critical need fOll Angola is to build a critical. mass of social science researchers who are 
competent in the fidd of peace~buHding, reconstmction and devdopment Experience has shown 
that mall1lY of the peopRe who have the potential would most likely be researda studeIO{[S registered 
wWm overseas universities who want to undertake research on rdevamt issues to their society as 
par(t of their study jprogmm. The working gmup would have to be open (to such considerations. In 
addition, the working gmup might aliso need to consider whether it would be necessary to link. the 
dialogue process and research activities to specific training needs such as tmining in research 
methodologies, conceptual llmdeq:llnnings of the specific researda issues, etc. 

As was shown through participation at the recelmt conference, there are many individlua.1s afId 
orgam:isations in Southern Africa who have a particular interest and expertise on devdopments in 
AngoRa. These individuals and organisations can contribute positively to the work of the working 
gmup. lin addition, some of the issues indicated above are spedficaHy regionali in orienit81tion or 
Rend themselves to regional approaches eg networking and sharing of experiences. 

lit is proposed that in cases of research and tminhmg, the working group consider the 
approplri81teness of induding regional expertise in these endeavours. Training couJd be done 
the context of secondment of an Angolan researcher(s) to an approprialte lcegional inlstitution and 
the researcher following an approved program of work in his/her host institution (hopefully of 
shoj(~ duration). In the case of sharing experiences and networking, visits by groups of Ar1.go1ans 
involived in appropriate research or field activities would be arranged with counterpart 
institutions in Southern Africa m'l.d/or appropriate regional forums eg. conferences and 
workshopscouRd be held from time to time. 

As agreed during the conference the CUl.1Cent l11emlbers of the working group are Dr Bomito de 
Sousa (MPlLA lParHamentmry Reader), Reverend Jose Chip enola, Bishop Dm£1'1iao lFrmll\'lin (rector 
oithe CathoHc University, lLuanda), Mr Alil1'1lerrindo Jaka hmoa (member ofpariiament, UNHA), 
and lProfessor Vicente lPinto de Andrade (ac3.demic, CatlrwHc University). The working group is 
coordinated by lProf Vicente lPinto de Andrade and win B.dd other members as necess3,ry, 
espedaHy women. 



Given the very large administrative Road that can anticipated, it is proposed that the working 
group be supported by a secretariat composed of 61 coordinator who should be a professional in 
the field of peace~bunding and post conf1lict reconstruction and would be able to translate the 
working group's recommendations into an effective program of work, and administrative 
assistance as necessary. The secretariat function could be assumed by the Angola PeacebuHding 
Project office, presendy supported by the Canadian and NOIrWegian Governments and situated 
within Development Workshop in lLuanda. 

lin order to meet aU of its objectives and make an impact on Angolan society, the worckhmg group 
witH have to raise financial, human and other resources. linitial coromnmitrments to supporting the 
working group were r(1Olade by rcepresentatives of Canadian and NOIrWeigian institutions who were 
at the conference. These organisations win need to be fmmalRy approached with more elaborate 
proposals, time~Hnes, specific activities and budgets forr consideration. Approaches to other 
donors win have to be made and assistance may be available from the Canadian and NOIrWeigian 
organisations in doing so. 


