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REPORT ON OBGANIZING AND HUNNING TEE 'l'HIRD WORLD OPTION FOR TEmiS 2 and 3, 1973 

After going through the report presented by the Third Working Party, and 
considering the time left before the end of this educational year, I found 
that, according to the existing situation, first it is impractical to work on 
as very general a level so that of the report, and that second the report lacks 
a description of the basic needs of the actual problem in the real situations 
of deyeloping countries. 

Therefore, I have prepa.red two projects for the two terms left in this 
educational year, which will also be the 'field practice' projects. This 
will enable the students to be in-touch with a range of problems within the 
realistic 'on-site' situation. 

The main goal of these two projects is to expose the different types of 
problems in developing countries and to try to develop the right attitude 
to approaching them. 

The seminars and lectures and courses will be arranged to relate to the 
projects in order to give a certain background to the group which will 
help them with their work to ensure that all their efforts are directed 
towards the various aspects of the projects according to their different 
interests. 

The projects I ha.ve chosen will cover both rural and urban a.reas and are in 
Egypt because I have all the information-data, photographs, plans and maps 
etc. on them. 

(I am also prepared to accept work on areas other than these two projects, 
if any of the group are prepared and able to supply me with all ~he necessary 
information material for them in the next 2 weeks). 

The two projects are as follows:-

1. The problem of housing, planning, ra.pid growth and the preservation of 
craft areas in traditional cities: 

Fatimid Caire 

Old Cairo presents a most interesting case-study f0r our project as it 
suffers from most of the typica1 disorders that ariae f~om rapid and uncontrolled 
urban growth. 

1. History 

When the Ara )S invaded Egypt "Amr Ibn El Ass" comitructed the ci ty of Fus ta t in 
the present a.rea of "Old l\Usr" to be a settlement for Moslems. 

This was in the year 640 A.d. Afterwards there came the construction of the 
city of "Al Askar" by 11Ali ibn Malek" in the yea.r 750 A.D. On the present 
site of "Al Sayyeda Zeinab and 11Al Sayyeda Nefissa". Construction then 
advanced where "Ahmad ibn Toulon" constructed the city of "Al Kattaya" in 
the year 871 A.D. on the present site of the Masque of Ibn Toulon and the 
Citadel of Al kabsh. When the reign wa~ conveyed to the Fatimid State, 
"Gawhar el Seuqelly" the leader of the army of "rfoezz Ladin Allah" construéted 
the city of Cairo in the year 969 LD. to the north east of the "Al Askar" 
and "Al Ka ttaya" area. he lef' t an area of the open de sert between the old 
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building masses and those of new Fatimid Ca.ire to separate the people of 
the Fatimid State who were "Shiah" from those of the old areas who were 
"Sunni". There were clear differences between the people of these two 
Moslem sects both socially and culturally. 

Fatimid Caire remained a 'closed city' for 80 years, covering an area of 
400 acres, immured within four walls, each having two gates. That city 
was a closed settlement for the people of the Fatimid Sta.te only. 

Then the city bega.n to expand outside the walls, which were lrter demolished, 
until "Ba.dr el Din Al Gamaly" came and immured it and its extensions with 
new stone walls built about 100 metres beyond the old ones on all aides. 

He built three gates some of which still stand like the Gates of Al Fettouh, 
Bab el Nasr and Bab Zouela. 

That city occupied the area now limited by Nour el Oyoun Street on the 
north, on the south Ahmad Maher Street, then the Lane of Ibn Ha.did, 
then the Lane of Shalan, on the east Mansoureya street, on the west 
Al Khalig Street from the Square of Ban el Shereya to Ahmed Maher Square. 

In the course of time, parts of all these old areas were obliterated, others 
lost their style as in Fustat, A1 Askar and A1 Kattai. Fatimid Caire and ~ 
some of the parts south of it still keep their characteristic style and 
original features in spite of the following epochs some of the original 
features of their style had been greatly effected by elements and architectural 
fea tures of the remnants of the older buildings. After Badr El Din El Gamali 
came the reign of the Ayyoubi State which left the Cita.del of Saladin and 
then the land and sea Mamelukes states. In that e pocr. architectural 
developments and changes increased owing to the f ondness of the governors 
for the art of architecture and construction. That image was repeated in 
the reign of the Ottoman State and the Dynasty of Mohamed Ali. 

In the year 1930, the street of Al Azhar was reconstra.cted and there 
came an activity of construction in that area, then followed some changes 
in the structure and usage of its buildings. This change caused many 
historjans archeologists and artists to stress the importance of retaining 
its character and traditiona.l buildings and crafts. 

The study in this project will be limited to the areas where there is a 
concentration of archeological and historical buildings and the places which 
hav Y.)pt their character and styles generally. Those which include the 
densely buil t old areas .which are limi ted to thr north by the wall of "Old 
Misr" pa.ssing over Ban-.1!11 Fettouh and Al Nasr, to the south by the Cita.del 
of Saladin to the east by the Road of Salah Salem and to the west by the 
street of Al Khalig and the street of the Cita.del. This will cover the 
District of •Ga.maleya' and most of the Districts •Al Darb Al Ahmar' 
Ban el Shereya, Al Hattaba, and A1 Mahga.r in the District of A1 Khalifa. 
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2. Previous .Attempts at Repla.nning the Area 

The importance of the a.rea which is our subject is from the architectural, 
historical, archeological and tourism aspects, so, it needed the care and 
attention of the authorities and technicians of different specialisations, 
who make many successive attempts at renovation and reconstruction. Sorne 
of these attempts are reconmendations presented to the authorities 
while the area is being repla.nned. Other attempts are planning projects of 
some parts, but none of these aims have been achieved because the planning 
projects lacked the depth which is necessary for studying the problem. 
Also some other recormnendations ignored both the design concept and the 
traditional character of the area. 

Stud.y Framework and the Preparation of the Project (Old Caire) 

To prepare the replanning of the area of Fatimid Caire, some studies 
connected with special circumstances of it must be made, besides the 
other planning studies which are made for ordinary inhabited areas. The 
method of study in that area can be defined as follows: 

First: Make material, visu.al and historical studies of the area 
generally to ascertain the characteristic building style of 
the area and analyse its fo:rm by: 

1. Observing and recording the fa.cades of the buildings with the 
eye of the architect and the artist, analysing the results and 
evaluating them. 

2. Study the relationship between the architectural environment 
and the human scale and the role of the third dimension in 
planning the area. 

3. Analyse and evaluate the different activities, locate where they 
are mainly concentrated and define the role of their distribution 
in forming the general cba:racter of the area. 

4. Study and analyse the widths, directions and formations of the 
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streets and lanes, and the relationship between this and the architectural 
style of the area. 

Analyse, define and evaluate the areas and streets which have a 
historical, archeological, architectural or commercial qu.ality. 

Second: Make ordinary planning studies about the present situation, including 
the followi?lls• 

1. A collective habitation study according to the latest statistics. 

2. A field study of present land usage - site by site. 

3. A statistical study of the number of buildings, their condition, 
heights and their relationship to existing public utilities. 

4. A study of the building situation and the rental system. 

5. The employment situation; journeys to work and the relationship 
between work and the home. 

6. A study of the present roa.d situation and the communications network. 



7. A study of the situation of the available present public services, 
their capacities and their abilities. 

8. A social su:rvey to record the opinions of the local inhabita.nts on 
their problems, their living conditions and their aspirations. 

9. Evaluation of the problems of the area generally. 

Third: Prepa.re the planning studies required for future implementation: 

1. Define the planning period. 

2. Estimate the number and growth rate of the local population 
du.ring the defined planning period. 

3. Establish regulations and controls for future land use and building 
constructiono 

4. Lay out the proposed transportation network. 

5. Study the essentia.l public services. 

6. Prepare a constructive plan of the project area showing all the 
items of replanning. 

These would include: 

Conservation. 

Rebuilding and renovation to controlled architectural standards 
and forma. 

Rea.llocation of land use. 

Provision of a balariced stock of income related housing and other 
c.ommercial building types, subject to the above mentioned controls. 

Modified transportation network - (pedestria.n and animal as we11 as 
vehicle). ' 

Adequate and appropri~tely distributed public services and utilities. 

Fourth: Suggested procedure for carrying out the planning projects. 

A programme should be constructed and then followed out coi:ering a.11 the 
necessary steps and proceul!res essential to the successful _rnplimentation of 
the project. 

Req uirements: 

1. General report on the present ~conomic situation in the project area 
and suggestions for planning to meet it. 

2. The determina tion of future land use. 

3. Formation of a transportation network. 

4. Formation of a pedestrian network. 

5. Determination and organisation of traffic flow. 

6. ~rovision of adequate and strategically placed parking facilities. 
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7. Provision of open ar1d green acreas. 

8. Survey of existing hospital and school facilities and the provision 
location and design of extra facilities to meet the demands of the 
population. 

9. Planned site surveys of monuments, and any surrounding altera.tions 
or deroolition necessary to create the bes-c total visua.l environment 
for their appr.icat;.ion. This to include the, complete outer wa.11 and 
all its remaining gates. 

10. 

11. 

(This will necessitate a complete visua.l and perceptual survey of all 
the approaches to and areas around tht monuments. All of which must be 
recorded). 

Make a survey of each individual craft area. Plan to preserve the 
traditional cbaracters of these areas while providing the craftsmen 
with alJ the necessary facilities and room for expansion, modernisation 
and development according to demand. 

This to be an attempt toth to prevent the various crafts from dying 
out and to foster their further growth. 

Mak:e an evaluation study and report of traditional methods such as: 

Housing design concepts according to climate and environment; 
Modular co-ord.ina tion systems of al1. aspects o.f planning and construction; 
Building materials and methods of construction, lighting solutions. 
Ventilation mechanisms and ther.;nal comfort. 

12. Provide several alternative designs and dwelling proposals, for the 
accommodation of middle and low income groups. 
(Preferably with designs lnspired by traditional local housing concepts). 

13. Submi t a comprehenst ve layout plan for the project area showing all 
those elemen:ts which are the resul t of the integrated work of the st•.:tdy. 
(e.g. complete transporta_tion :network, hcusing, public facilities, 
recreation areas, etc.) 

Thir work could be followed by a detailed advancr: study of any one of the 
"---- ind.ividual items included in i.t, Such a stud~- could cover not only traditional 

solutions, but also possible modern develo:pments of these (e.g. lighting 
design, climate, thermal comforts~ building materials, construction methods etc.) 

n.b. Students who decide to work on the Old Cairo Area Project will be 
provided with tables of statistics and ma.ps. These are not available 
to non-participants. ~ 
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II An approach ~~EE,c,~l~ms of housi.ng design and planning in rural 
areas us:i.ng :i.n~'.!f;eàj;§!~echnol~p self help labour and planning 
with a reg-alj. t 1'.:> 12,;aJ. ~od.:..~ù structure and customs:-
The socia.l ~er::Lment Gf B.araneya Village, 

This experiment is only sc.e cf several village schemes which have been 
constructed in Egy·pto E:xamples o:: these are:-

1. Old Nu.bi~ -· an ent1:rel~{ c sel:f~help 9 scheme by local villagers, 
who bath plar.ned and constri.;.cted their houses using traditio:na.l 
methods and l·J~a~ ma.terials Q 

2. Goum.a ~ the overall pi.an was made by the architect using the 
inhabi. tants v former v.:i.J.la.ge as a pattern and the houses were . • 
designed in co-cpera. t,.ton wi th the villagers using tradi tio:na.l 
methods of constriJ_c·ticn and. local ma.terials. 

3. Aswan Distr:i.ct and S.1 r\•-a Oasis = several isolated villages 
entirely constr"lwted using the ind1vidual plans, designs and 
methods ~ which a.re t:ie products of the.ir own micro-clima. tes and 
envirornnents 9 locr:t.l ma t2ria.ls and sepa.ra te eus toms o 

4. Aswan llJ.s!EiQ.t (Ahu E~,h} = a1.l the overall plans were made by 
gmrernrnem: archi.tects,. but the hou:ses were designed and constructed 
by the villagers 'the;mael·ves using tradi tional designs and construction 
methods and 100a.1 rn.ate:r-:1.al.s. 

5. Komornko (Ne!__JJ\ici&.l - The vJJ.lage:s were origina.lly government planned, 
desi.gned and :)G::~struct,ed :;f l:i.m-estone and concrete for communi ties 
made homelesf::• by th~ fLcod.:Lng of the Aswan High Dam. Since then 
they have ·oeen 1 c~.mrer~ed 1 by t.he villa.gers. They apply mud-brick 
'""'ender.ing? a1~d t:cci.ditional decœ::ative elementso 

The Soc.:i.a1 Exper:imeni: of Harran.2,la Village 

Harraneya is a sma:.;.1 'Ti.l}.a.ge of 3000 i:nhabi tants in rural Egypt. It is 
situated not far from G:L:;;a, i 1Almost in the shadow of the great pyramid 
of Cheops and at r·:tg.h~ angl~:::; -~o the step pyramid of Saq:i.arah". 

For the last 25 years 5. t ha.s been the s··~ene of a social experiment by 
Professor Ramses W:i.ssa Wass:ef. He be:lieves that all children are barn \ 
with an innate creati~'e ab:ility and that it is possible for them to 
produce a high sta.y.._r.lard. of original artistic: work without any of the usœl 
tui tion wt..ich migrr1. cor:r..'1. .. pt ::ir disturt their vision. In order to foster 
these natural talents wha+; is reqiiired is net any recognised academic 
systemp but th~ creation. of an envir;:mment free of artificiality and 
disturbing ex·!;f'mal i:nf'lu.~n;~es. For 2:'i years he h.a.s been working 
progressivels ic achive a c;reative community in ju.st such an environment. 

Wissa. Wassef had. a hou.se in ·';he village of Harraneya. and he set out to 
prove his the~n:y w.i rh the cc=·operation of the villagers there. He began 
by arranging some sports fi;;r them and offering them free meals and 
presents to gain thei.r .:;onfi.dence. He suggested some simple crafts to 
them, such as beadw,.,r:k.r püttery and needlework, and then introduced them 
to the loom whi ~::h was si:np1y designed and had been used in Egypt since 
the Coptic pericd. Next he a.skad the:m. to present some ideas of wha.t they 
could do on s"IJ.r;h loc)t'ls, maki.ng rn attempt even to suggest that they might 
need any kind ·;:,f ar+:i.sr:ic tra:h-:.5.ng. HL3 intention was that each of them 
should be enabled 'tc1 ex.presA their imagi.nation freely to crea.te vivid 
patterns withou~ press;;.re ·:ir i.i::,terference. (This was the deliberate 
implimentation of· à.:1.s 'basic theoryp which has since proved to have no 
drawbacks. 

L: .Li. l l 
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He believes that all academic educational systemsp both in schools and 
art colleges are responsible for stifling just that in.ria.te ereative ability 
in children which he hopes to foster. He took a small initial group of 
children, 25 young fellaheen from the villagep aged between 8 and 10 years 
old, (which he considers to be the correct age to begin producing creative 
work). None of the children had any obvious special artistic talent and 
they were all recruited without recourse to any system of selection. They 
had never seen any 'works of art' or any kind of artistic activity before 
the professer came to Harraneya.. They had also had very little formal 
schooling and could hardly read or write. He chose to commence his social 
experiment with the craft of weaving, because it gives the child more 
time to construct his forme and ideas than does drawing on pap~r for 
instançe. This gives the child a closer rela.tionship with the ·.su,.~ject 
in hànd beca.use, whilst letting the forms make their own naturaJr ~owth, 
he is better able to freely express his imaginationo ' 

Wissa Wassef began by teaching the children the rudimentary principles of weaving 
and how to use the h.and looms. Then he put them to work with the tradition.al 
basic', vef!:d. table-dyed sheep' s wool (indigo, cochineal P madder, Vyoo~-waxen 
and yellow) - that the ancient Egyptians had used. Soon the chil,.~~n began 
to gi vé f o:rm to their own images. At first the patterns were sitii~e vertical, 
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horizontal an~ oblique patterns tha t are very easy to handle on t~t,}oom. 
but, as they became more skilled, a wonderful profusion of desigr:c~q colour 
combinations broke through. They used their own imaginations wit!foùt the 
aid of any pre-design or sketchp because the prof essor believes t~t a ~ork 
of art hà.s to be conceived directly in its proper medium, in frnite.of all 
the difficulties and risks involved. This spontaneous method of working 
directly w:iJthl the materials leads 1"0-ii state of ,.con~iliuous c.hangenfu 1·the: 
work'of·.the'se young artists. The free play of theit 1 creative power starts 
at the ,mysterious moment when the child seizes instirlctive±y-,-,,,and in a ,'. 
r;tash_,·o~ jbyi ;i..:.u.i,.q~/~e idea for a picture ~r;at he:. or phè intends ~()i vleave. 
-NO';·-Ohl~sJ:pre>yectii\i~"b'l-e9'>f:"the:task _with which.;~:f;:'was faced:.~;· On the 
contrary·; the' dari.Dg-ana ·énriohment ·of the.ir'èh.araèters became tanS'ible 
facts unmoulded by any art teachers. Their innocence was maintained on their 
visite to the capital 1Ca.iro' by only letting them see the Zoo 9 the banks 
of the Nile, and some of the public parks and natura.l places. 

Wissa Wassef purposely built a studio near the village on the peaceful 
ba.nks of a little stream., where ducks and geesc swim and forage among the 
wild flowers. The building is of abode in the tradition.al style of 
'vault and dome construction'. Nowadays the children dra.w and do other 
crafts such as culpture, poetry and silk-screen and batik printing. These 
skills tom they have produced work of the same standard as their wea.ving. 

As an architect Wissa Wassef believes th2t 9 from their inception, new buildings 
should grow from the daily lives of the people who live in them. Thus houses 
should be shapes by the rhythm of the people's songs, and the pattern of 
the village as if it had been woven on the village looms. The skyline 
trees, crops and ground cover should all be taken into account and the 
buil t shape should become an integral part of the natural landsca.pe. There 
must neither be faked tradition nor faked modernity, but an architecture 
that will be a visible permanent expression of the character of the community. 
He bas now begun to teach the people how to build their own homes in the 
tradition.al adobe 'vaul.t and dome' style. He hopes that they will gradually 
extend the pattern of the village a t a na tural ra te of growth; · 
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Requirements 

1. To produce a. complete report on building materials and methods of 
construction which are suited to the development of the new part of 
Ha.rancya. 

2. Submit a layout plan of the existing village of Ha.ra.noya. showing the 
suggested new development and the relation and interaction of the two 
parts. 

3. Design the public facilities for the village, such as school,r a 
medical centre, police station, market etc., to cater for the h.eeds of 
the redistributed inhabitants. 

4. Design some examples of new weavers houses, which must be sited so 
as to relate to both the weaving studios and their fartns. 

5. Crea. te a network of pedestrian roads as an integra. ted part of the 
complete housing layout"both old and new. 
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Each member of the group will be asked to ma.ke a complete report 
on which of the projects he wants to work and what hi~ ap~roach will 
be to it, so as to enable me to orga.nize a general p~an for the 
'field tr~p'. 

Each student will also have to submit another report after the 
'field trip' so as to enable me to supervise their studio work in 
the third te:rm. 

n.b. the number of students undertaking the field trip will be limited 
to between 10/15 for financial reasons. 

Tim9 Ttble 

2nd te:rm: 

lst i te:rm 

2nd ~ te:rm 

3rd te:rm; 

background and info:rmation lectures relating 
to and explainilgthe field trip work. 

Field work trip. 

studio work: related to the various studies begun during 
field work:. 




