
13 Behshahr 
& 

The district of Behshahr is bounded on the south by the moun··-­

tains of Hezarjarib, on the east by Ana~an, on the w·est by 

Miyanderud, and extends northwards to the coar,t of thn G1-n~pi: q; 

The town of Behshahr, formerly eallPd Asfirnf, WD.G frnrndr:~cl b.-.: 

Shah Abbas Safavi in 1612. who, wanting a simple countr::r l'P8 i." 

dence, built a castle with a number of large farmhouseti Bent~·· 

tered a round i t. Sorne of the original f arms were bu il t alonr; 

the avenue leadine; from Sari. Later on Shah Abbas added·oh 

several palaces and gardens. Unluckily, it suffered several 

civil wars and plunders by the Turkomen and was destroyed 

by the Afghan invaders and the Zand army who occupied Mazand-­

a:ran. Agha Mohammed Khan Qajar was responsible for inFrtip;at i 111. 

the final rebuilding of Behshahr. 

It is occupied by many different races, including some Geor­

gians brought by Shah Abbas from the Caucasus. There are 
also Talesh, Turkish and Persian (like Tat) tribes. 

The shahrestari bas a population of 113,182 and its 2,85fl sq .. 

km. is divided into three bakhshes and five dehestans.* 

On the edge of the foothills in the narrow coastal strip 

west of Behshahr there are several compactly clustered, lnrf':r 

settlements of which HostamKola is an exal"'lple. This villngo 

has 1,300 households containing 7-8000 inhabitants. Tbny a.J'' 

engaged mostly in agriculture ( wheat, cotton, rice nnd ~v1:va 

be ans) but qui te a number of households are shopkr~eper.r-1, 

salesmen and craftsmen. About f4Jii.fty households are r,aid to ,, 
have immigrated to Tehran, Shahrud and Sari. The pers on. in-· 

terviewed claimed that the villaGe was over 500 yenrs olrt. 

Rabino mentions that in 1878 Rostam Kola was a villa~e situ­

ated on the north side of the main road from Sari to BehnhnhrR 

.. Ludwig W. Adamec (ed.), op.cit., p.97 • 
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Built Environment: 
,. 

Although Rostam Kola has the status of a village, its settle-
ment pattern can be said to be a semi-urban one. Its hotir<e8 

in walled courtyards are compactly clustered around main vc­

hicular streets paved with cobble stones, and nar~ow win~in~ 
residential alleys (kouches) thnt 10ad off thcse ntrretn. 
The courtyards are smaller thm1 in most villagr'n or the l' .. -

gion, containing the main house ns well 11.s anc:illary build.:.. 
ings, water wells, end a few fruit trees. The houses are 
predominantly two storey with lonB front aivans facing south. 
The walls are constr'ucted wi th ei ther chine or mud brick in 
the older houses while fired brick is used in the newer houses 
and the old public buildings. The standard of brickwork in 
the more important community buildings is very high and ri.p­
plied patterned decoration can be seen on many of them. De­
licately carved wooden lattice windows and wall panels are 
commonly used both in private bouses and in mosques, hossr-:ln-­
iehs, schools, etc. The roofs are mostly hipped in form, 
with all four sides sloping at approximately 30°. About 
eighty percent of the roofs are covered by semi-circnlar 
tapered clay tiles (double lap tileo)• • Until qui.te rer.Pnt~l:r 

( 1976) there were four or fi ve amal 1 kilns in the vi.llafjE:: l;f' ·d: 
produced these roof tiles. Theae kilns now produce fired 
bricks as there is no market for tiles. This in due to · tJ'"' 

increasing use of sheet metal roofs; espcciall;y in tl1r~ tcn;n:; 

of 'Ba bol and Shahi where the second band tiles from the roi: if f'. 
converted to sheet metal are resold to the villngern in Ho~1l;:11n 

Kola and GorBi Mahallch. 

* See double lap tile in matnriRls nnd technolo~y seGtio11, 
nlso roofinB tile industry section. 
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Rootam Kola: house 13.1 
& 

llouscs are mostly single or two storeys with verandah and 

balcony on the south side, particularly on the two store;,,· 

bouses. The bouse surveyed illustrates both typea. Th~ 

two storey part is a newcr adrlJtion. 

Roofs are predominantl;y hippcd 11ith n pitch of about yi 0
, 

coverod by semi-circular tapered clny tilco. The roof 

hns a timber truss framework. Wallr:i nre of chineh in the 
old section and mud brick in the new. Windows nre mainl;r 

on the north and south aides, and there is a hi~h prop­
ortion of openings in ratio to the wall arca. 

The house stands at the northorn end of a wallcd courtynrd, 

with outbuildings for rmimaln nnd storacc at the south1Jrn 

~nd. Against the western wall of the courtyard is a wintor 

kitchen and another store, with n ahelter of branches. for · 

animals. All permanent buildinr,s are tiled. 

The courtyard has trees, a well and two oudoor cookin~ 

arcas. On the north side of the bouse is a latrine. Tho 

house is lived in by three households, each with clAnr}y 

divided spaces. There is a total of tcn people, who live 

by growinr; wheat, cotton, sunflowers. They also own E:101rie 

cows and chickens. 
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3 
14 West Gorgan 

The coastal plain between Galue;ah and Kordkuy is only ahout 
seven or eight kilometres wide until it reaches the ex­
pansive Gorgan plains. The villnges hero arc mninJy to 
the south of the road alonc thn edr:;8G of thr; plain :u1d f;!10 

foothills. This area han a lowcr population dc1rnity t.1rnn 

the rest of Mazandaran (less than twcnty-fivn ft!rsono per 
squnre kilometre). 

History: 
At the turn of the century the aroa wns covercd in foreate 
wi thin which the cul ti vated clearin(~S where the villae;es 
were located made little imprenni.on. Until about 1899 moGt 
of the inhabitants in the coantal villages owned horsen and 

worked n.s "charvndnrs" betwnm1 Bnnd nr Gnz nnd Aatnrnbnd . ( Grn'l';:rn) • 

They found, however, thnt cultivntion of cotton wna more 
rcmunerative and so they sold their horses and settled·into 
an agricultural life. Thus cotton, rice and grain production 
bccame their primary economic activity. The inhabitants of 

western Astarabad, composed of Tajiks, Qajars, Seyyeds, Tnti, 
and Girayli Turks•2 , spend the summcr months in the ycyJaqs 
of Hezarjarib. This area wns subject to raids by thn Jajar-
bey '1.1urkomo.ns who cnmped on its northcrn bordern. rrhcr·r, w~u; 

nlso considerable trade carried out with the Turkornnns 1.r.1)10 

received fruit, cotton, silk, arms nnd other rnnnufnctur6d 
r;oodn by tradinr; their felto, clothn, cnrpr:;ts, pnckinr b:1 1;r1, 

etc. •3 

Built Environment: 
The villae;es here are composed of dwellinp; units in r:ro11r·n 

o.f two or three scattered amonr,ot the fi~lds and [;h<~ltr)rcd 

by trees. The bouses sit in pri vate r;arden plots feneed· l':' 

logs and brushwood. 'l'he bu-Lld.ine;s arc almost exclurdvnl:r 

•l Rabino, Maza.ndaran f:t. 4_starabad, 1922, p.6e. 
•2 ibid, P• 70. 
•3 Fraser, Travels & Adventu:r;:Q,ê_ ••• , 18?6, p .15. 
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single otorey, with the older houses following the front 
verandah (aivan) form whi3..e the relatively newer bousef1 n!'è 
"L 11 h d . 1 d t . ' s ape in p an an con ain a corner a1van. 

The rriost notable change in the bu il t environment en~:it or 
Galutjah is the disappearance of red clay tilc cove r<"d ror)ft;. 

Whereas in the villar-;e of Tirtaoh, just west of G:i Juf;D li, 
eighty percent of the buildin~s arc tile roofcd, in Galugah 
and the villages further east they ~ive way ta a clear prê­
dominance of sheet metal roofs. Sorne older houses and nn­
cillary buildings are covered by rred thatch roofs. The 
walls of the houses are normally constructed with timber 
frame, lathing and mud plaster. Chineh walls wcre also 
noted. Sorne of the more traditional bouses possesn wide 
ai vans both in front and on one si de of the hour::;e, whero 
the family spends most of the oummer days. Tho roomo aro 
used for sleeping and are lived in during the wintc~ months. 
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15 Turkomans~hra (Pahlavi D~.sL_ Altentakhmaq, Gomishan2 

The part of the extensive flat steppes of Turkomansahra, thnt 
lies around the Gorgan River close to the eastern connt of · 

the Caspian, is occupied by the Yamut rrurkomans. Al thouc;h 

today the majority of the Iraninn 1rurkon:-mG ~U'P. r·el;t;Jr,c1 cul-·­

tivators, the Yamut herdsrnen used to miGrnte som0 fifty t~il­

ometresJ between camps and were traditionally tent dwollors. 

Since the Atrek river became the frontier with Hussin, the 

distance of migration was reduced for the more agricultural 

groups to fifteen to twenty kilometres*2 from their winte:r. 

camp to their summer camp on the Gorgan River. The pastor­

al yamut kept their camp throughout surnrner and autumn near 

the Gargan River while their shepherds moved tho sh0Pp to the 

grazing grounds. 

'rbe tow:ns in this area are Pahlavi Dej, eightecn kilometres 

north of Gargan, and Gornishan, about thirty kilometrcs north 
of Bandar Shah. Pahlavi Dej is a Yri.mut 'l1urkoman markPt ruid 

administrative centre where on Thursdays horses, textile r::i t 

carpets and tribal jewelv;y are sold J . Gomishan iP rcfcrrcrJ 

to by Habino* as Gomishtappa, which contained a thousrrnd 

Turkoman families and was on the bank of the Gorgan Rivcr'n 
original channel, diverted in 1890 at Band-e-Amir. Ile alsu 

stntes that Gomishtappa used to be an island before 1814. 

Gomishnn has a population of about nine thousand, 1·rhicb is 

said to have been decreasin~ in the past sevcral yenro. Thv 

11ouses are ncarly all free stnncliiw; i.n fenced enelor~urc·n, ·\1 1r1 

in n:-1.ny ce:u;es they are ton to fiftr~~~n metrC'~:; nrnrt, ·11Jc"•i 1 •· 

unobstructed nir movcrnr:nt thrOU(~h the! tmm. '.11hc cJi;;t;irH:l~i·u· 

architectural st~rle of Turkornl'lnf1~l 11ra io cl early exhi hi 1: 1 :d i 11 

Gomishan. The builrl inc; s are pninted brir;ht colourH 1 ri l;li t 1
1 '. 

door frame, corners and windowo picked out in white~ 'l'hc' !1.'..111·:· : 

are two storey wi th verandahs on the wer:;t and south nich'H. 
________________________________ __c ______ "·-----------·- -

.:~ ~bbot Hall, The Turcoman of Ir~,_197.1, ~p.8-9. ,..., 
. J o.Matheson, Persia: An Arc}?-.8:§_<2_10..G.:1-C<~l Guide, p.6 1 • 

* Habino, Mazandaran & Astarabad, 1922, p.9L~. · 
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Hou se 15. 2 Gomishan , Turkoman- Sahra D2d2 
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Sorne older bouses are walled with timber planks, while the 
~ 

newer buildings are brick. The roofs that possess the H 
shaped ridge peculiar to this region (see diagram ) are 

covered with sheet metal. This roof formation is partly 
due to the necd for the collection of rain water in VAultnd 

roservoirs for drinkinr, purposes. 

Altentakhmag (case study) 

Altentakhmaq is situated on the flat fifteen kilometres north­
west of Gomishan. It is a small villap;e of about a hundred 

nnd fifty people and thirty households, and is a permanent 
settlement of the Yamut Turkomans. The people grow wheat 
and barley are are also engae;ed in animal husbandry. A few 

families (five or six) migrate for two to three months in 
surnner to Bnadar Shah or Pahlavi Dej for work. It was clnimed 
that the village is fifty to sixty years old. 

The settlernent is divided into three clusters, but all 
bouses are set apart, divided by individual small plots of 

land within which each bouse stands. The village hn.s water 

from a well which is not drinkable. Drinkin~ water com~R 
from each individual rainwater storar,e tank. 

House 15.1: 
This surveyed house is comrnonly found in this arca: n baste 
three roorn "L" shaped house with a corner aivan standing on 
a one and a half metre high plinth. Larger bouses in thlri 

settlernent are a developrnent of the corner aivan form, h~v­
inµ; a central aivan with rooms on either side nn wcll nn :·f: 

the back. 

The roof is unique to this region (from Pahlavi De;i to Gond·-.. , 

shan), and is a de ri vat ion of the hipped roof form, 1)11 t:; ·wi. t;11 

rid~e in an H configuration - see diagrarn of roof. Thr roof 
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is covered witQ. sheet metal and supported by a timber trusa · 
f ramework. 

The wall s are fired brick, laid wi.th n. mud imortn:r., anrl rend cr·­
ed with cernent. This house is ten years old. 

Windows open to the north, wef;t nnrJ ::011th, but; prodciPi:irPmt 

orientation is to the nouth, toward trie ai van fn.ce·0. 1l1hc 

house stands in a rectangular, fenccd plot . of land, L1.5m .x'l5m. 
There are three small animal shelters and a Turkoman yurt (oy) 

which is used for storage. Thcre is a water reservoir be­

hind the house for collecting runoff rainwater from the roof. 

The house is li ved in by a family of fi ve, wbilc occupat:i.on 

iD animal husbandry and agriculture, growing wheat and barJojl' • 
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Rainwater Catchment 
and Storage System 
Turkomansara Region 
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