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a Typology

The typology aims to classify basic characteristics of hous-
ing and settlement in the Caspian Region. To serve this pur-
pose it has to be a generalization which can be brondity apntiod
to any one partiéular'area, and which enables one to ceoe hou
houses, for example, in the coagtal wrea of Rasht-Bandar pahle i
differ fundamentally from those in the Fouman Flain. In making
this classification, it must be remembered that many factors .
influence the form of a house. The occupation and wealth of
the owner, the local site conditions, size of family, age of
the building, etc. - all of which can result in an individual
house varying from the pattern suggested by the typology. 1In
practise, it is rare to find even two houses that are idenbticni,

Since this 1s the case, the typology must identify those fea-
tures which are notable in a regional archetype.

Tvypological change in the Caspian region is most noted from
the coast moving into the mountains. This cross acction can
be divided into four parts: the coast, the plaings, bhe loot-
hills and the mountains. Through the climate and topogviuhy
of these four divisions, one can readily see the progrec-ive
changes - that take place. '

The coastal areas are low lvine, flat, and in nost part:
subject to6 flooding. The climate is extremely humid, with
very high rainfall, but has a Jlow seasonal and divrnal chones

in temperature,

In comparigon -to this, the plains, while being flat, arc
hetter drained and flooding is less likely; the delta of
the Befid Rud is an exception to this. The climate in bthe
plain is less humid, and the rainfall is lower. Temper:n-
tures are both seasonally and diurnally more extreme.
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The transition from the plains to the foothills is some=
times quite gradual, but is characterised by the land bacom-
ing hillier and drier. Both ground water and rainfall nre
less, as is the humidity. Temperatures are more extreme.
Unlike the plains which have been cleared, the Feoothille

are still predominantly covered with forost.

The climate in the mountains becomes progresgively drier as
distance increases from the sea, and as the rainfall and hum-
idity decrease so do the forests.

Although less marked than the change that takes place moVinm
inland, there is also a change from west to east., Climatic-
ally this can be seen in the decreasing rainfall, which i b
-self has an effect on the house forms of different areas.

Land use also changes from the coast to the mountains. The
coastal areas are marshy with reed beds, but rice is grown
on the perimeter of these marshes. In the plains forests
have mostly been cleared to make way for agricultura, using
controlled irrigation. In the wetter west rice is the pre-
dominant crop. lloving eastwards, crops requiring less water
are also grown, as cotton, wheat, etc. Noving through the
foothills into the mountains, there is a gradual chnnge {rom

predominant agriculture to predominsnt animal husbandry.

The character of settlements or dwellings is a regponge to
two groups of determinants: physio-environmental conditionc,
which can be regarded as constants and incorporate topogra-
phy, climate, and other natural resources such as watenr; ~rid
sogioeconomic conditions, which are variable and incorvporabe
culture, economics, communications and other artificial oo
sources. Most of the latter conditions can in a finite sanae
algo be seen as responsive to the physioenvironmental condi-
tionse. Individual aspects of these determinants will encli -
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have a greater or lesser influence on settlement or houge

form or on particular elements within these two.
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a The Morphology of House Form _ )

In order to understand the fundamental forms (plan and s5ac—
tional form) of the various house types that have come to
exist within the Caspian Region, an insight into the dovelop-
ment or morphology of the house in pecessary. The exict-
ing house forms in the different areas of the Caspian arve

a result of the vocabulary of housing methods and atyles
that has developed through the evolution of the basic shelter
or the generative house form. This morphology of the house
followed different directions in various regions of the Cas-
pian according to each region's physical environment and the
socioeconomic relations of its inhabitants.

The case studies carried out in settlements throughout the
region indicate that many of the villages were originally
formed by people who led a semi-nomadic, pastoral life.
Generally, this population inhabited the mountain yeylaqs
during the summer months and in winter came down to their
qeshlaq in the plains. In each camp a plot of land was de-
marcated and fenced in order to protect the animalg, while

a small rudimentary shelter was constructed for the people's
habitation. Within the plains and the foothills this bagice
shelter became the pgenerative house form. It consisted of
the two fundamental spaces necessary for the house in the
Caspian regiont: the enclosed room and the roofed but unwalled
aivan (verandah) (House type A18). The room provides an
enclosed space for use during the cooler lesg humid monlhg
and in some areas also for sleeping at night; the aivan 1o

a shaded, semi-enclosed, roofed space in which moust daytime
activities take place, especially during the warm hunid cim-
mer months. These two elements are found in almost all hons:
"types within the region, but the ratio of room aren to aivin
size and their relationship vary according to the climate ond

lifestyle requirements within each region. Some houses in
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The verandah or
aivan 1s an essen-
tial element found
in nearly all
houses within the
Caspian region.

The ajvan is a multi
use space and caters
for many household
activities during
the warmer summer
nonths.
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Masouleh do mot have aivans. o

As the people began to change from animal husbandry to
cultivated farming by reclaiming forested or marsh lands,
they became more permanently schi:led; they expanded their
houses, which over time became aquibe subsbantinl hounedne.
This expansion of the original house, which follood v
ous patterns according to regional requirements, provided

the archetypes, or vocabulary of housing, within each region.
The clearest change in the direction of expansion follows
the varying environmental conditions from the coast inland
towards the mountains. Along the coastal strip with its
severe climatic conditions (high rainfall and wind) the ex-
pansion takes place in a horizontal dirvection. Rooms are
added side by side and the aivan extended across the front

of the rooms (Type C28) as in the Rasht-Bandar Pahlavi or
Sari coast. In the Astara narrow coastal strip, the roons
form an "L" and the aivan completes the square of the plan,
providing a more sheltered semi-enclosed space (Type B2B).

In certain cases where the aivan is more extensively used

it covers two or three sides of the house (Type D2§), a

form found commonly in the Sefid Rud delta where the honse

id situated on a platform raised on stilts (see House lov-
phology and types chart). Generally the coastal houses

have low rooms but very high roofs and are built on high
platforms, especially where flooding is likely, 1In the

rice growing plains further inland from the coast the finat
signe of vertical expansion of the hovse become aprovent,

The two room front aivan house (C28) has becn developed

by the addition of a mezmzanine on the east side of the houeo,
forming Type C2lM. An extension of the roof eaves wvhich
comes down almost to the ground level protects the wvoentern
exposure of the house from high winds and rain, and pro-
vides a narrow corridor-like space 6n the north and west

side of the house which is used as storage or animal ghel-
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.ter. In som® cases an additional mezzanine has been con=
structed on the west side as well as the east side of the
house. The lower level of the mezzanine consists of an en-
closed extra room and the upper level becomes nn open platb.
form locally known as talar. The lower room i eibher sunl
gsomewhat below ground level in vhich case it would veasll:
be used as animal shelter or storage space, or, if adoguate
heipght is provided between the pround level and the ceiling
then this room is used as a living space. The open balar
provides a well ventilated cocl space for the warm humid .
summer months, and it is used for both living, eating and
sleeping from spring to autumn. The mezzanine house is not
always an extension of the front aivan house but has become

a model or an archetype in the KRasht-Fouman plain.

The front aivan two room house (Type C2s) discussed previ-
ously, shows its versatility by undergoing a different 6vol -
-ution in the higher altitudes of the Caspian region. It ir
extended vertically on the basis of the same floor plan to
form a two storey house (C2d2). 1In the foobthills which pow-
ess cooler, less humid climates, the pround floor aivan iw
enclosed to form a corridor for circulation purposea, Thi
also prevents the entrance of wild animals inbo the houge,
although in some of the houses surveyed part of the gronnd
floor is used for keeping domestic animals. The houncshold
spend winter months in one of the ground floor rooms called
"atesh otaq". In the warmer areas this house type ponceaccs
wider open verandahs, some extending to more than one oidn

" of the house (D2d2); this is usually the case in Tonlehsar
in the Shahsavar plain, the Behshar avea, and the Tarlome

sahra.
The two room house can also be extended horizontally into o

three room house facing onto the aivan (C3%s), as can be gecn

in Kodir village. The double storeyv version of this honge
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type often has one room only on the upper'floorileaving.ah _
open platform on the uprer storey level (C3d1) as in Heydawv-
alat.

The basic single room house has also been erbended vertically
to include an open plﬁtform Lalar on its uprorv Tevol, ‘Thﬁm'
structure (A1d0), common in the Oari plaing and ﬁovkhiliw,

is locally known as nepar. In the cooler and drier hills

and mountains where the need for an open platform in'minimﬁ
ised, the upper level is enclosed by walls. The nepar is
nofmally used in conjunction with the main house; the upper
open platform provides summer living quarters for the family
~and the lower enclosed room is usunally a store. The wintefn 

are spent in the enclogsed rooms of the main house.

The "L" shape house, consisting in its simplest form of bwo
rooms and a corner aivan (Type B2s), is found in varions da-
rrecs of predominance in many parts of the Caspian region.
This type is commonly found in the Astara-Lisar narrow coarh.
-al plain, the Shahsavar plain and Turkomansahra. The donf
struction materials and house details, however, vary in ool
of these areas. In Astara region pan tiles are used almost
exclusively as a roofing material, whereas in the Shahsavarn
area sheet metal roofs are most common. The shcet metal
roofs in Turkomansahra have a distinct "H" ridge form pecnl.
iar to that region. The directions of expansion in the "1L"

shaped house are both vertical and horizontal. Often -nokhe

"I, configuration mirrors the erisinal Youse and forme o oo

tral aivan (B3s). Two storey houses uoing bobth the ginsle "1
(B2d?2) and the double "L" (B3%d%) plan are also relabivelw '
common, especially in the foothills and mountains of Hazan '

Ale

The house types discussed in thig section are the main archo-
typal forms seen or Blurveyed by the authors within the Caopion
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" region. The” houses constructed today do not always undergo
the morphology from the generative form (A1s), but in most
cases are based on one of the archetypal forms generated by
the morphology at varying stages in its development. The
house forms classified here represent the fundamental form or
the house and alterations and additions to the basic howg2s
have not been considered. '

Recent Trends in Housing

It can be seen from the following graphs of recent growth
trends in population and housing densities, that despite the
rapid growth of population the provision of housing units hag
surpassed it. Between the years 1966 and 197% in Gilan, when
housing statistics were available the number of housing units
grew from about 227,000 to 274,000, representing a 20% incrense.
During the same period population grew from about 1,290,000 '
to 1,490,000, a 15.5% increase.

These factors have led to an average population density re-
duction per housing unit, from about 5.69 to 5.42 people
per unit. This trend toward lower densities can therefore.
be seen as an indicator of improved houging conditions.

"Plan & Budget Ofganization, Statistical Yearbook of Iran 135¢
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