


& .'!'.;Œolog:y_ 

The typology airns to classify hasic characteristics of ho11A­

ing and settlement in the Cas:rinn Her;ion. To sc~rve tldA 1·1tr-­

pose it has to be a cenerali7intion which cnn b~, lirondl:V npcl i ·d 

to any one partiéular area, and 11ldC'h cnabl0s one hl ~:,.,,, 11'î'' 

bouses, for exaJl'lple, in the cn::i.utal :rn::t of Hanht-fü·n1d:1r l :1.lü ·. i 

dif fer fundamentally from thosn in the Fouman IC:lrdn. In maki 11r·, 

this classification, it must be remembered that many factors 

influence the f orrn of a hou se. The occupation and werü th of 

the owner, the local site conditions, size of family, age of 

the builcline;, etc. - al 1 of ,..,,hi ch can resu l t in an individunJ 

house varyinp; frorn the pattern sugr:;ested by the t;>rpolofr,y • In 

practise, i t is rare to ftnd even two b.ousPs that are ident icr11 • 

Since this is the case, the typolo~y must identify those fc~· 

tures which are notable in a re~ional nrchetype. 

Typological change in the CaRpian reGion is most noted f rom 

the coast movinr; into the !llountains. '.C 1ds cror:u r~ 0 ction c~nn 

be di vided into four parts: the con.st, th P. pl:1 i nn, l;ho fooi:··­

hills and the mountains. 'rhrouch the clifllatf'.) nnr1 Lopo(';r:q;11:':' 

of thrrne four divisions, one can rendily see tJv~ nror~rr'r.~· ·iv'.' 

changes that take place. 

'l1l1e coastal are as are 101·1 lyinr:, fLlt, and in rior"t pru·t ·; 

subject to floodine;. The cliii1nte iR extremely hm11id, ,,,JLJ1 

very hir,h rainfall, bnt has R lm'l se~u10rwl FJ.nd di1n·nal ,·11· 1 t 11 ' 

in tr•r1rernture. 

In eomparison ·to this, th() plrd.11s, whil(; beinf fl,tt, 11 rc 

bE:ttor drained and flondir.tr\ is lesn Jikely; the dcltrt of 

the Sefid Hud is an exception to thin. The clin·lt<: in f;k" 

plain is less humid, and the r:=d.nfall is lower. TPrrrpn·n.-·· 

tures are both seasonally and diurnalJ.y more extrerw. 
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,The transitiôn from the plains to the foothills is sorne• 

times qui te gradual, but is chRracterised by the land bncom·­

ing hillier and drier. Both ~round water nnd rainfnll nrr 

less, Rs is the hurnidity. Temperaturns are more exhreme. 
Unlike the phdns which hr-ive bP0n rle!trcd, tlic' Jnnth:LJ 1. q 

are still predomirnintly cove:r.'e 1 l vd.i h for :;t. 

The climate in the rnountains becomes pro~rcssively drier as 
distance increases from the sea, and Rs the rainfnll Rnd hum­
idity decrease so do the forests. 

Althou~h lesn marked than the change that takes place movinG 

inland, there is also R chanr;e from west to east. CJJ.mn.tic-~ 

ally this can be seen in the decreRsing rainfall, which it­
self has an effect on the hou se forms of diff erent arc~H3. 

Land use also changes from the coast to the mount~ins. The 

coRstal areas are rnarshy wi th re0d heds, but ri ce is ~;rown 

on the perimeter of these marshes. In the plains foreRts 

hc:we mostly been cleRred to make wny for ae;riculture, uninr.; 

controlled irrigation. In the wetter west rice is the pre­

dominant crop. l'lovinr; eastwardn, crops requirinro lesn vm f;e~' 

r:i.re 1üso grmvn, as cotton, whA;1t, etc. Movine; throuf;h th('• 

foothills into the mountains, tlrnrA in a c;r:::idunl cb·inr.;r Lrorri 

predomilrnnt agriculture to prE~cl on1innnt animnl hnsbnnctr;r. 

The character of settlements or dwellings is <'.l. r~·uponror~ t•) 

two groups of determinants: ph;ysio-onvironment21 concl:i t;j_c,w:, 

which can be regnrdP.d ns constRnts and incorporntr: topor:;r i .. 

ph~r, climate, and other naturnJ. resources such a,-; wnte~·; '!ttd 

socioeconomic conditionfl, whicl 1 are variable and inco1'rn1':d:1~ 

culture, economics, comrnunicRt:i.ons and otber artifir:inl t" , ... 

sources. Most of the latter conrtitions can in a finito sDn~· 

also be seen as responsi ve to tl10 physi oenviro:nm(mb1l cnnrli ·· 

tiens. Individual aspects of these determinnnts wiJl r~~i.cl1 
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have a great&r or lesser influence on settlement or houee 

form or on particular elements within these two. 
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MAZANDf\RAN (cSARI) NôITTH ta üOUTH ;s[CTJON;., PHY01CAL DATA 
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.. The Norphology of House Form 

In order to understRnd the funrl8mentRl forrns (plan nnd uec­
tional form) of the various houne types that h~1vi> corne to 

exist wi th in the CR.r;pian Reginn, 11n :i nnip;ht int;o tli(' c1 1 'VG} nr .. 

ment or morpholop;y of thc1 l1011r1e :i :; nr:r~cr,rnr;y. ~-'lie' r-;~::i :'.f; .. ~ 

ing house forms in thr~ clif:ferenl; ~ll''~RG of the Cn~;rinr1 ·11e 

a result of the voca1mlary of housirn~~ methods and i:1tylE-}8 
that has developed throue;h the evolution of the basic FlhPlter 
or the generative house form. This rnorphology of the hoÜse 
followed different directions in various regions of the Cns­
pian according to each region' s physical environmen·t and the 
socioeconomic relations of its inhRbitants. 

The cRse studies carried out in settlements throup;hout the 
ree;ion indicate that rnany of the villae;es were originally 
formed by people who led a semi-nomadic, pastorRl life, 
Generally, this population inhabited the mountain yeylaqn 
du.ring the summer months and in w-inter came doHn to thei:r 
qeshlaq in the plains. In each carnp a plot of lnncl was cle­
mnrcated and fenced in order to protect the animnlF?, v-,1hiJ e 
a swül rudimentary shelter was conn tructed for tlw pc~oplr:i 1 n 
habitation. Wi thin the plainR and the f oothil1 r:i tliis bnr: i e 

shel ter be came the e;enerRti ve hou.se form. It connisted pf 

the two fundamental s:races neccnrrnry for the house in th1' 

Caspian ree;ion: the enclosed roorn and the roofed but nnwnlled 
aivan (verandah) (House type A1s). The rnnm provides An 
nnclosed space for use durinf~ t11n coolr~r 1ef3U lnm id ni01if. lq1 

nnd in Elome areas also for slec1.d.nr; at n:Lcht; tl1e dvm1 i :: 

a shaded, semi-enclosed, roofed spnce in whicli T'lout dnyl; i '"" 

acti vi ties take place, especüüly du.ring the w;n'l'l lnmid i 11111,­

mer rnonths. These two elements nre found in RlmNd; al1 11r11 1[J' 

types within the rer;ion, but the ratio of room n.rc'~~ to <ü11:1n 

size and their relationship vary according to the c1iP'tato rind 

lifestyle requirements within each region. Borne houses in 
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The v~randah or 
aivan is an ~ssen­
tial elen~nt f ound 
in neqrly 811 
houses within thP 
CR-spüm rer;ion. 

The aiv~n is a rnulti 
use space and caters 
for nany household 
activities durin~ 
the \'TrlrJT1P.r surirnP-r 
r10nths. 
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B2s 

02s 

A1s -
1 

s 
Single 

A1do 
Double 

C2s 

----,--------T--- -,--- -- -- - - -,- - - -, 
1 B 1 A 1 C D 1 

----r--------~---~--------~---~ 
s / B3s~B2s +Als 1 >c2s >c3s 1 D2s 1 

- - - -1- - - - - - - + - - J._ - - - - _ J_ - - J 
1 

1 1 1 1 

m 1 1 C2m 1 
1 1 

----1- --- _j__ --1- --- - _J__y--1 
d 1 B3d3- B2d2J_A1dO-i-c2d2 C3d1 i D2d2 1 

1 1 1 J ----------------------------L __ _ 

Th ere are other variations possible but onl y the 
major house types found in the caspian are 
shown . 212 
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Masouleh do not have aivans. 

As the people bee;an to c1rnnr;e fro111 n.nimnl rnrnbnnd!7 to 

culti vàted farming by reclaiminri; forestnd or mnn;h l:'lnds, 

they became more permanently seLLl~>.d; t110y n~·:1>ri11rlr.<l thr i.1" 
houses, which over time bec.<tPJt' r1 11_i. t r! m1 lif ;t 't11 U :il ho11 ! ·j 1w .. 

'rhis expansion of the original li011nr~, 1 11\ich JolJ'' ')'! '.'r•1:i ··· 

ous patterns accordine; to rec;ional req1i irerir.mt s, prüv id ed 

the archetypes, or vocabnlar;;r of hous inr;, wi thin f~ach reg ion. 

The clearest change in the direction of expansion f ollows · 
the varying environmental conditions from the coast inlRnd 
towards the r10untains. Alone; the coastal strip with ito 
severe climatic conditions (high rainfall and wind) the ex­
pansion takes place in a horizontal direction. Roorris ar• 0

: 

add ed side by side and the ai vm1 extended acrof:rn the front 

of the rooms (Type 02~) as in the Rasht-Bandar I-iahlavi or 

88.ri coast. In the AstarR narrow corrstal strip, the roomR 

f orrn an "L" and the ai van completes the square of the pl::i.n, 

providing a more sheltered semi-enclosed space (Type B2~)~ 

In certain cases where the ai van is more extensi vel;y us cd 

it covers two or three sides of thP bouse (Type D2§), a 

form found commonl;y in the Sefid Hnd del ta where the houw: 

is situated on a platform raised on stilts (see Hou::Jo. Jlor·· 

phology and types chc:i.rt). Generally thr; coastal hou i1Pf3 

have low rooms but very high roofs nnd 11.re built on liip:h 
platforms, especially where floodinr: is likely. In the 

rice growing plains further inln.nd from the coa!'t thr' Li ··ni· 

sip;nE- of verticRl expansion or l~J ,r, 11011 se becoF10 npn·11·:·1rf • 

'11lHo two roorn front aivan houf3c ( O?s) has bec:n dr·v<,~l'!f'E~<l 

by the addition of R P1ezzanine on the Past side of t11') hr)11· · · 

forming Type C2M. An extension of the roof eav~_·s ,_,liJi;b 

cornes down almost to the ground level protects t1w 1•r,ntert1 

exposure of the house from lügh wind R and rain, and pro­

vides a narrow corridor-like space ôn thn north 0nc1. 11er;t 

side of the house which is used ns storar,e or m.ümn.l nhn1-· 
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.ter. In some cases an additional mezzanine has been con­

structed on the west side as well as the east ~ide 9r the 
house. The lower level of the mezzanine consist[:J of CJH e'ri-­

closed extra room nncl thr:~ nmim· lev~'l becomeo rtn OI1Pn pl nt, 

form locally knO'.lfll as talar. 1I1 hr~ J owcr roc)m i': cit:llr't' n1.r111. 

some\.ihat below grouncl levol in icih i C'.h (~twe :U; vJ0 1 1ld v:·u·<U :·" 

be lrned as animnl shelter or r;l,r)r:1r·:r.· f3pnce, or, if :1d··n11~1f;r· 

height is providcd beti,reen the e:ro1md lcvel and the ceil:i.nr: 

then this room is used as a li vinf~ space. The open talar 

provides a wel] ventilated cool space for the warm humid 
summer months, and it is used for both livinp;, eating and 

sleepin~ from spring to autumn. The mezzanine house is not 

al ways an extension of the front ni van house but has becom<" 

a model or an archetype in the Hasbl;-Fouman plain. 

The front aivan two room bouse (Type C2s) discussed previ­

ously, shows i ts versatility b:v 1mderr~oing a differt1 nt evol · 

ution in the hic;her aJ.titncles of thP CaFpir1n region. It; Ü' 

extended vertically on the has:is of the sr1me flor:r plan to 

form a two storey hou se ( C2d2). In the foo!;hilln whic.J-1 PO''.· 

ess cooler, lefü> humid clim~itcs, tho c;round floor fi.ivnn 1r" 

enclosed to form a corridor for circuJation pur.1·0:-;r.r1. 'l'hir· 

also prevents the r-mtrance of 1rild ;-iJ1'imals into tll(· l1011::;r', 

nlthoue;h in rrnme of the hoùnes nurvc:yecl pRrt of tJH:: e:cu~in·I 

floor iu used for ker.pinc domentic iulimals. Thf.) hounnli<iJ.'1 

spend winter months in one of thn r~round floor rooms cr1J 1 (:d 

11 'lf-e,,h otaq" In the w·1rrnr>r "lI'P.rl"' tl1-L<' r1on'-'P i-vr)r. nonr:r:·r~r:r·:· c.1 ~) • , , c ... ,.~. ( .. ,~eu ··-~' ,,. l-J, Ju· .. ·~ 1.1.1~•·• 

\dder open veranclahs, some ext;r~n<lü1e; t;o mon~ t1i;1n or.w r:Jil 1 • 

of thA house (D2d2); this is lrnuqJ.l;y the eri.rH:; in tl1rrnl.c1n: 11 f 

in the Ghahsavar plain, tlw Behshar area, and !~11(~ :J:nrl:n111.· 1 1 1 

sahra. 

The two room house can also bn ext0nded horizontnllv into 
~ 

three room hou se f acinr~ onto tl-1 e ai vn.n ( C3s) , a;2 can llr: rw' i' 

in Kodir villar;e. Tbe double storey VArnion of tld (~ Jir11111n 
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type often h..a.s one room only on the upper floor lenving ân 

open platform on the u1n er storey level ( C3d1) as i-n Heydn.·r··· 

alat. 

'l1he basic single room house hm:: ~iJ_;;o bor'n n:-·b·nc1yrJ ver.tic-~1J J:· 
to include an open plri.tform Lü~1T on ibi 11pr ,,, 1·'"' J. 'l'h.i .--: · 

structure (A1dO), comrrion in tli•' :~:1ri rl·d11r: :i 1 11l Jor·l:hil'é', 

is locnlly known as nepar. In thr:: coolc1· miel drier ldlJ n 

and rnountains where the need for nn open plc1 t f orrn i~; mlnini­

ised, the upper level is enclosed by walls. The nepnr is 

normally used in conjunction with the mnin house; the Upper. 

open plntform provides summer li vine; quart ers for thr:o fnmily 

and the lower enclosed room io usurilly a store. The winb~n~ 

are spent in the enclosed roomA of the main houHe. 

The "L" shape house, consistinc; in its simplest form of t;wo 

rooms and a corner ai van (Type B2s), io found in V8d.01Jr:; dr;-.. 

crec:s of predominance in ma.ny p~irts of the Caspian n~p;ion~ 

This type is commonly found in the Astara-Lisar nn:rro~1 co:-1, l; 

al plain, the Shahsavar plain m1d TurkomansRhrr1. Tho con­

struction materials Rnd housc deta.ils, however, var;y in 0~1'.·!i 

of these areas. In Astara rer;ion prin tiles are iwnd f.llmor~I, 

exclusively as a roofing mnterial, Hliereri.s in th0 f:)}1;ihnav"1' 

ar0a sheet metal roofs Rre Plost cor1r1on. Tbe r3hcet-m0tRl 

roofs in Turkornansahra have R clistinr:t "H" ride(-; form rocv 1. 

iRr t o that reg ion. The direct ionn of expansion in tlv:~ "1·" 

shaped bouse are bath vertictll nnd. l-1ori7'ontal. Ofb•n '1no} 1•··' 

"JJ" confir,urri.tion rnirrors thn nd rcinnl 1101rne nnr 1 frn·!né' ;1 1 

tral nivtln (B3r.;). Two stor""y 11011.n(~~-; ucirw: both tlH· cdwl· "! 

(B~~d2) and the double "L" (B3cU) pl~m are also l'Pl:itivc:l;r 

common, especially in the f oothill G n.nrl mountninD of I J:1:·.<n1· 1 · · 

an. 

The house types discussed in this sectirm éÜ'8 tlH' rn~tin t:1rcl 1 • -

t;ypal forrns seen or sürveyed by tr1P au thorn wi th in the Ca.c,1·i,'11 · 
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rer;ion. 
& 

The houses constructed today do not always undergô 
the morphology from the generative form (A1s), but in most 
C8.ses are based on one of the archetypR.l forms r;Fme:r·nted by 

the morphology at varying sta50s in its development. The 
bouse forms classified here represent the fundrimr~ntnl fo:l'm oi' 

the bouse and alterations and additions to the hnr.de ho11w~ 

have not been considered. 

Recent Trends in Housing 

It can be seen from the f ollowing graphs of recent growth 
trends in population and housing densities, that despite the 
rapid growth of population the provision of housing units han 

surpassed it. Between the years 1966 and 1973 in Gilan, when 
housing statistics were available the number of bousin~ unitn 
grew from about 227 ,ooo to 27L~ ,ooo, r_epresentinp; a 20% incrP-flfie. 
During the same period population grew from about 1,290;00Q 
to 1,490,000, a 15.5% increase. 

These factors have led to an average population density rn­
duction per bousin~ unit, from about 5.69 to 5.42 people 
per uhit. This trend toward lower densities can therefor~. 
be seen as an indicator of improved houaing conditions, 
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