
The Project: 

Typhoon damage in Binh Tri Thien Province 

In October 1985 two strong typhoons struck the province of Binh Tri Thien, central 
Vietnam. The authorities reported quite severe damage: 875 persons dead, 49,000 
houses destroyed, 230,000 houses damaged, 2,600 classrooms destroyed or damaged, 6 
hospitals and 250 health centres damaged. In recent years other typhoons have caused 
extensive losses in the province. Losses have been si~ficant not only because of loss of 
life and injury, but also because of the cost of replacmg damaged buildings. 

The UN programme of assistance 

The province and the Vietnam government requested assistance from the UNDP, and 
following a UNCHS assessment mission in 1986, a proposai was made to provide 
assistance to the building sector, as part of a three proJect packa~e to the region. This 
comprised establishing a typhoon early warning system (Sub-ProJect No.l), establishing 
a communication system to warn the authorities and the population of the advent of a 
typhoon (Sub-Project No.2), and designing and implementing a programme to 
demonstrate storm resistant building techniques (Sub-Project No.3). 

The overall objectives of Sub-Project No. 3 are to define and initiate the process by 
which identified sim:r.le and low cost methods for improving the resistance of houses and 
small community bmldings to !Y.{>hoons can be disseminated and integrated into current 
building practice in Binh Tri Th1en province, and particularly amongst local and self­
help builders. Whilst technical know-how is available amongst qualified technicians in 
the Government institutions, this knowledge of suitable storm-resistant building 
techniques is not available to individual builders in the province. The vulnerability of 
buildings is also increasing as people move away from traditional building techniques 
using tried and tested methods and materials, and build instead "transition" houses with 
a mixture of imported and traditional techniques and materials. Lack of the appropriate 
technical knowledge, and in some cases the use of poor materials, contribute particularly 
to the vulnerability of the "transition" house. 

The project is therefore concerned with an exchange of information between technicians 
and builders, and the communication of techniques to the people in the province most 
directly concerned with domestic building. At the same time, the project aims to raise 
institutional awareness of the steps that need to be taken to develop public awareness of 
strom-resistant building techiques. 

To meet these objectives, Development Workshop and GRET, at the invitation of 
UNCHS, are organising a programme in Binh Tri Thien involving a series ofworkshops 
for policy makers, building technicians, and local builders; the construction of 
demonstration buildings; and the development of communication material aimed at the 
general public and at decision-makers in Vietnam. 

The programme is divided into three phases. The first phase took place in May and June 
1989 and included a seminar for policy makers in Binh Tri Thien Province (now 
divieded into three new sub provmces ), and theoretical and practical workshops for both 
the technicians and the builders in the southern part of the province. During this phase a 
two-classroom primary school has been built by the workshop participants. The purpose 



of this phase was to develop and demonstrate a technique of information exchange and 
training, and to develop with the participants the methods and material to be used in 
future workshop programmes run by the province's local technicians. The second phase 
is taking place in November 1989, and involves a training workshop for technicians run 
by the Vietamese without external support, and in one initial distnct of the province, the 
trial launch of a public education campaign on cyclone resistant building techniques and 
the help that is available. This will be followed by an evaluation in late November, and a 
further more substantial round ofworkshops and public information in February 1990, 
which includes the construction of a second demonstration building in the centre of the 
BIT province. 

In the medium term, the hope is that the action plan being put into place in the three 
existing provinces will develop towrds a national programme bringing help to a much 
larger number of provinces touched annually by typhoons. 
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VIE/85/019 DEMONSTRATION OF STORM RESISTANT BUILDING TECHNIQUES 

The Communication Support 

The video "My husband builds our house" 

The purpose of the video film "My husband builds our house" is to publicize two things: that there is a building 
Adviser available in the district to give free advise to the people, and to recommend that one should use the 
services of a builder trained in Cyclone Resistant Construction techniques when one builds a house. 

The video projections will take place as follows: 
ln the Phu Loc district, each week there are a number of video film presentations using the 11 video machines 
available in the district. (TV and video player.) The video film "My husband builds our house" will be shown at 
the beginning of as many video sessions as possible in the district showing a film. At each showing, a form 
must be filled in, indicating the following information: 

* the place where the video is shown; 
*the date; 
*the number of people who corne and watch; 
* the tltle of the main video film. 

The poster (Annexe 1) 

The poster shows 1 O key principles of CRC. The poster should be displayed in at least the following places: 
*in the office of the Building Adviser; 
* outside the People's Commlttee building in Phu Loc. 
* on the wall of each school building in the Phu Loc district; 
* on the wall of each health building in the district; 
* in other public places in the district, including in the main village centre of Phu Loc, and in the other 

settlements, such as Loc Dien. 
The location of each poster should be noted by the Building Adviser. 35 copies of the poster in black and 
white, and several in colour, will be available for display during the Public Education test. 
The effect of the poster will be assessed in a survey during the evaluation, to obtain people's comments. 

The folders: 

A small folder showing the 1 O key principles has 
been produced in the 1 st Workshop. The folders will 
be given out by the Building Adviser to each persan 
who cornes seriously for advise. 

Record the name of the persan to whom the folder 
is given. There are 80 folders available for distribu­
tion. The building adviser can briefly explain the in­
formation that the folder contains. 

The announcement: 

The text of an announcement needs to be prepared 
to inform the public that the Building Adviser is Avail­
able; to explain that advise can be given about 
Cyclone Resistant Construction tecchniques, and 
that there will be a video showing ''this evening", 
called "My husband builds our house". The an­
nouncement should be made using a car and a 
loud speaker. the announcement can also be made 
using the district public loudspeakers. 
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