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INTRODUCTION.

0l1ld city centres in the third world have for some
time now been ignored and allowesd to decay or
perhaps worse still fallen prey to heavy handed
re—-development. This has resulted from the belief
that they are nothing more than obsolete slums,
unstructured and not worth a second look except

for a handful of prominent buildings.

On the contrary old cily centres such as o0ld Cairo
provide a valuable source of information of

planning and design methods true to their environment
and cultures. Underlying the apparent haphazardness
a structure does exist far more successful and

effective than the 'modern' parts of the city.

R. Fonseca's study of 01d Delhi and comparison
with Lutens' New Delhi illustrates this fact
admirably.* This study attempts to begin a

similar dialogue on 0ld Cairo.

* gee R. Fonseca, "The Walleda City of 0ld Delhi"
in Shelter & Society. The Cresse + T'resg 1969.






OLD CAIRO_SURVEY.
Perseral Impresssns

0l1d Cairo is & mosalc of contrasts of life,people,ectivities,

sounds,smells,colour,light,shade and feelings.lf it were
possible to make a complete sensory mcdel;maybe-one could
explain what it is like to be in it.

s it was'wé were limited to the use of our own eyes plus

cameras,a tape recorder,a movie camera and a map to help us.

',The Survey itself took place in one small section of the

~overall complex of areas which make up 01d Cairo,corzisiing

of the metalwork and Jewellry areas.

We obviously looked like tourists,and even after two weeks

of wandering round the same streets were still considered

oddities to be stared at-continuously hessled with l=znguage

e ! iculti iisun n rs,into ance,lincomprehension
difficulties,misunderstandings,intoler e,1 mpre i

of the unfamiliar,repugnant attitudes and views.

No matter - we press on and manage to take some plctures;
make a few notes and diagrams,some film and recordings.
Sketches were oult.Our two attempts being dissstrous in
attracting so many people, that our subjects were cbscured
from view by a sea of curicus feces at very close Qu&rtefse

Kot knowing encugh Zrabic to pereneCes them to move,we hed
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However,the technigue of photography was mesctered guite well.
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two dozen kids pos themselves infront of the camera,

arms waving,shouting "munchen sourra" (will you take my picture

Py

and grinning from ear to ear.At the last instant,a guick tura

)

hd,clic& and the picture was uacen.Afuer that the children

neyer culte knew where to stande.

ApaTh Irom. a2 survey w2 3pend muca time =xplorings the rest
ol 2134 Jairo,meandering sarasugn the maze of sirsets, ndlng-f

curssives, one mianie overcome by the smells of spices,the

next by the fragrance of musk and amber.We passed a sguare
full of garlic stallsj;numerous fruit sellers hidden behind

mounds of oranges,limes,bananas,melons and datesishops

roof-hich with carpets,materials and thousands of pairs of

leather shoes.
Ogr etroils sl ﬁays befan and ended in the same place -
%iersbawi'g— a coffee and tea house in Khan Khalili,thse
tourist bazagr area which,fortunately,’snot typical of the
rest of 01d Cairo.All the shops sell the same thlngs, all
aimed at tﬁe tourist's purse. . - -
Tourist Bazaar area - notes written sitting in.Fiershawiis,
to try to put over some of our feelingswhile ﬁe were there.
J@c@r’/ié F0th - bak w1 dld Gare offer 3 waeks Cf@urraf
"A return to the c¢city environment,a public holiday today

for most of its inhabitants-but not for us-we are contemplating
a walk round armed with cemeras and tape recorders.

lioise-music on & cheap radio-voices begging business.It's

Zaster time here,one week late.Growing annoyance with shop
eepers-"madame,madane,come insids,lhave qome+hin6 here just
for you'-all the time-will they never give up.Scmenow nroi
genulns-playing to the tourist-sicks

2shoe cleanar comes by and insisis onr cleaning your shoes,
even 1f they are sandals a2nd not much there to clean."La,
imshi,imshi."(No,go away.)The tea is "Mish quis".(nc good.)
another cup - that is better.City tensions start appearing -~
a wound--np feeling- becoming wary of people,no genulnity
any. longer— way does the city destiroy these people?FPeople

in tire cities seem %o lose their standards and values and
self respect.aAny way,to work."

'r‘w"
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OLD CAIRO -market area-coffee shop, meetinc



OLD CAIRO - spice market



garlic market-mosque behind
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6LD CAIRO.

A wander round - route shown on maep ¢ sseeesese

We leave F¢isbawyfs and walk to the main street shown on the
map.Horse drawn‘carts clatter past,people hurrying in al
directions - bright sunlight,dusty air - an ugly block of
modern flats,paint peeling off - jewellay shops,and dark
ﬁérrow passages full of workshops behind them ~‘past the
1ohg tree-lined drive,leading to thé Kalawone Hospital -
turn a corner dominatéd by the powerful facade of the

Moegue of Kalawone and its calm peaceful interior -

a slight breeze - more men and women talkirg and walking,

shouting and laughing - shops selling pots and pans of all
shapes and sizes - hubbly-bubbly pipes being smoked by

créés—leggeé gentlemen sitting in doorways ~ s carit laden
with large jJjuicey oranges - the street divides into two -
we turn right into Darb Kermez - a quieter,winding street,
inviting us to investigate further - we peer throush a dcorway
~ a nursery school full ofhlaughing children playing games,

a smile from their teacher - out again,and through another

covered entrance - the smell of fresh garlic, end hens
g 7 :

- —— - ~ - sl T
renniny round & ccurt yvard of flats 511 rounrnd,z2nd make-
5 s
R , P 3 P 4 < A B . -~ -
gl wooden shecke —~ ocut gooln, end fsoi: CLEes v
T . - = - - - . P ~ - = - - - - .
T Lell pulliincs.Es LEs ¢ Sderiosnd noorr LTIl L DG T

Geamp,but interesting - we go through it slowly - its very

silent,with cobble stones,leading us to the glarec o light
at the other end - out into the open light,wondering vhere 1%

vwill lead us ~ round & bend,and we are in a large open scuare

buzzing with zctivity - a tree shading a tea-shop ~ a lLorry



OLD CAIRO- scale shop (D (see map)
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OLD CAIRO - Binel Kassrin Street (2
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OLD CAIRO - Khan Khalili —tourist

market 3
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OLD CAIRO - market street and apartment block
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modem’ apartment block ®
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OLD CAIRO

Another wander round. - route shown o-n map.dqoo (7 )

Into Sharsh el ilakasis - small shops,cob5led streets -

shaded sections - focal point,én old-house,decaying in its
grandear - 1Qw buildings,garage-frontéd shops,closed today -
tura into a’ngrrower,winding alley,a shanty town of wooden
huts,a silver and metal-work area,hidden from the sireet by

g wooden door — a tree and birds singing - out again - an old
stfeetAlamp,obsoleté in its corner - boys bashing =a soft_@lastic'
ball t6 eagh other - into a large complex of work-shops and
jéwellery shops,which winds its way through to the main stfeet.—
0ld and dilapidated,sky seen through wooden boards spanning
écross,moving in the breeze- back to Shar el Magassis - mcre
1érge doors, hiding great_complexés behind ~ sharp smell of
" burninzy - clatters and thuds and bang,baﬂg,bang ~ an open
_space,vwhere once wés a building - through a gate - a beaptiful
old house,loggia stiil in'tact,stands siient and enpty - a tea
shop,nb thankyou -~ keep walking,a hqtch¥potch cf hideous

modern flats mingling inbetween old falling-down ruins - we

)

hurry along now,hoping the scene will improve,but no' - =211

T m -, ] Yy o - + [ T A ~ 3 3
much 1like LH0TE "'1"‘6 TR Eparliienve,uiLly Ten Years glidl,and
a -~ p = - A O sy T e e L e - PRSP . FL e .- T
G TEEG £oaoaln _Lé,h,\':?f:i,‘_x," R 1noeveryy ool € EERERY
C . e e S z e .= T S Y o~ . PP
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of rubble - enter a residential street - mere baleconies,nicre
washing,mere faces - a fasclinating wicker-work pigzecn loft,
taking up Fhe whole facade - a minaret,seen through a crooked

1.
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zap,what a contrast -kids,kids,kids,imshi,imskiidishi - 1et

pout - back up the street - dirt and slime,and mud and peopie —
merngy doos a skinny cats - pots and wnans of copper ond fine
we reaci the main strect,and hurry down it -~ retreat inio fhe

T 2 IS Py ] hrd
ccol interior of Xalswone losque, to regain ocur csola
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